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Farm description

800 ha — produces own feed

1000 sows

No weaners on this farm (20 000 fattened on another farm)
33 piglets/sow a year

16,5 born piglets

14,5 weaned piglets

Piglets weaned at 4-5 weeks

Export of weaners to several other countries — awareness of different
legislations

6 farrowing stables (one always empty)
22 groups of sows
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Data recordings

Manual record keeping - one book for each treatment
Sow charts

Veterinary visit every five week

Sow index to select gilts and sows for recruitment

50 % are culled each year due to age, high number of stillborn, bad
milkers, bad legs, not in heat

Born weight 800-1000 g (some 400 )
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General impression

Good management — but a bit “home blind”
Forward thinking
Not enough action taken to prevent aggression

Biosecurity
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Our findings

Stereotypes

Straw provided daily, but all animals did not have access to straw
Slippery floor

Tails are docked, but the farmer is participating in a tail docking project
Small crates

Space for piglets? Hard to nurse from both sides

Good water access

Some dirty gilts due to the construction of the boxes

Dirty behind farrowing sows

Some skin injuries, on the lower legs and on mammary glands
Some sows with long claws

Rubber mats for sows with shoulder lesions
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Conclusions

Progressive good management but room for improvement
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Improving suggestions

Improve biosecurity at the yard

Longer feeding time/more frequent to reduce stereotypes
Retreatment area needed for sows

More straw to farrowing nesting

Take risk factors for tail biting seriously

Find out if it is the same sows that always by the straw racks
Clean the farrowing pens, especially behind the sows

Fire alarm

Computerize the farm
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This presentation has been produced under the contract n. 2012 96 04 with the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers (EAHC).
The content of it is the sole responsibility of Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise “G. Caporale”, Teramo and
can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers or any other body of the European
Union. The Executive Agency for Health and Consumers or any other body of the European Union will not be responsible under any
circumstances for the contents of communication items prepared by the contractor.
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